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Greetings & Conference Theme

Rethinking English Language Instruction for Contemporary Needs:
Seeking the Essence

It is my great pleasure to welcome all participants to the 35th JACET Kyushu-Okinawa Chapter

Conference.

English education rests on the foundation of stable, global interaction. Yet, amid worldwide
turmoil, young people’s focus appears to be turning inward, and their passion for learning English
seems to be waning. Ideally, English learning and teaching should be revitalized from the
perspective of how to live in a fragile world. However, reality rarely unfolds as we hope. Many
approaches have been attempted over the years—CLT, TBLT, CLIL—and more recently, there has
been growing anticipation surrounding generative Al Still, these have not necessarily led to the

kinds of breakthroughs that transform the current situation.

This year, we have chosen the conference theme: “Rethinking English Language Instruction for
Contemporary Needs: Seeking the Essence.” This reflects our desire to avoid being swayed by
short-lived trends, to face reality squarely, and to explore the essence of language pedagogy in

order to improve our current practices.

I sincerely hope that you will enjoy this conference and take away insights that can enrich your

classroom teaching.

JACET Kyushu-Okinawa Chapter

Hirofumi Hosokawa, President
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9:00 — ]

Registration (324%)

Registration Desk: Open 9:00 am at the entrance hall in Bldg. A. Floor 1.

Please register before attending sessions.
9:30 — 9:50 NI—

Opening Ceremony (BI&3)

Overall Moderator: TSUCHIYA, Maiko / JACET Kyushu-Okinawa Chapter, Vice President
Welcome Address: HOSOKAWA, Hirofumi / JACET Kyushu-Okinawa Chapter, President

Welcome Address from the Host Institution: Dr MURAYAMA, Riichi / Fukuoka Institute of
Technology, President
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Morning Sessions (FRIOITYSA) Room: Al2

Session Chair: YAMAMOTO, Satomi (Seinan Gakuin University)
Presentation language: Japanese

10:00 — 10:30
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Morning Sessions (FRIOITYSA) Room: Al2

Session Chair: YAMAMOTO, Satomi (Seinan Gakuin University)
Presentation language: Japanese
10:35 — 11:05
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Morning Sessions (FRIOITYSA) Room: Al2

Session Chair: YAMAMOTO, Satomi (Seinan Gakuin University)
Presentation language: English

11:10 — 10:40
Beyond Face Value: Unmasking the Challenges Brought about

by English Medium Instruction Directives

Brian G. Rubrecht (Meiji University)

Over a decade ago the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
outlined an English-only instructional reform plan with the aim of enhancing English education in Japan. The
English Education Reform Plan Corresponding to Globalization (MEXT, 2014) called for gradually increasing
English medium instruction (EMI) from pre-tertiary levels. Exhibiting strong face value, the plan was
ostensibly meant to promote Japanese students’ English abilities, but its greater purpose was the promotion
of globalization and the attracting of international students (Bradford, 2018; Chapple, 2015). In time MEXT’s
EMI push revealed a misalignment between the plan’s stated goals and classroom realities in Japan (Aizawa
& McKinley, 2020; Qiu, Zheng, & Liu, 2023). A rigid English-only approach hinders both students and
instructors, not only because prohibiting the first language (L1) impedes aspects of language learning, but
also because it pressures instructors to follow an inflexible model that overlooks pedagogical efficacy and
classroom context (Glasgow & Paller, 2016). This tension was highlighted during the COVID-19 pandemic, as
emergency remote teaching magnified student disengagement (Aguilera-Hermida, 2020; Agustina, 2023),
making EMI implementation even less feasible. Drawing on perspectives from translanguaging and bilingual
pedagogy (Cook, 2013; Turnbull & Dailey-O’Cain, 2009), this presentation argues for a critical re-evaluation
of EMI approaches, particularly those expounded by MEXT, and challenges the foundational assumption that
L1 exclusion is a superior pedagogical method. Cases from Japanese higher education, including that of a
Tokyo-based university that recently introduced a new “interactive” English curriculum directly tied to
MEXT’s English-only directives, will be presented to illustrate both the practical difficulties encountered by
students and instructors and the benefits of limited yet strategic L1 inclusion. Such practices foster more

effective and equitable learning that better supports learners’ contemporary communication needs.

Keywords: Japanese students, English Medium Instruction, L1, MEXT



Morning Sessions (FRIOITYSA) Room: Al2

Session Chair: YAMAMOTO, Satomi (Seinan Gakuin University)
Presentation language: English

11:45 — 12:15

{PKETA Presenter)

Vocabulary Enhancement in University English Classes through Gamification:
Affective Experience Comparison

Oh Mi Suk (Gyeongkuk National University)

This study examines the effects and students’ perceptions of using the QuizN game app for gamification in
EFL college English courses. Four classes were divided into experimental and control groups at beginner and
intermediate levels to compare vocabulary improvement and affective domains, including emotional
response and course satisfaction. Results showed that, except for the intermediate control group, all other
groups improved their post-test vocabulary scores. Both beginner groups showed similar improvements in
vocabulary scores, though the control group performed slightly better than the gamified group. In contrast,
the control group in the intermediate level had lower post-test scores, likely due to decreased participation
towards the end of the semester. However, the intermediate experimental group still showed significant
improvement over the control group. Additionally, survey results of affective domain indicated that both
experimental groups had more positive perceptions than the control groups. Plus, open-ended responses
from two experimental groups suggested that gamification enhanced engagement and motivation for
vocabulary learning. This study highlights the potential of gamification to improve vocabulary acquisition and

affective outcomes in EFL courses.

Keywords: Gamification, Vocabulary Acquisition, Affective Domain, EFL, Student Engagement

Oh Mi Suk is a lecturer at the Language Center of Gyeongkuk National University, where she teaches English
as a general subject as well as for English major students. Her current research interests include teaching

methods, educational technology (Edu-tech), and second language acquisition (SLA).

PKETA : Pan-Korea English Teachers Association



Morning Sessions (FRIOITYSA) Room: All

Session Chair: Brown, Kathleen (Kurume University)
Presentation language: English

10:00 — 10:30
Debate Instruction in the Introductory Stage Towards the Development

of Learner Autonomy

Takuji Akiyama (Saga Prefectural Miyaki Senior High School) -

Mikako Nishikawa (Nagasaki University)

To develop skills for a sustainable global society, it is essential to promote English as a communication tool
across all school levels (MEXT, 2023). However, recent surveys have revealed a concerning decline in students’
motivation to learn English, from 81.7 % in grade 9 to 63.0 % in grade 12 (Benesse, 2022). To close this gap,
this action research aims to gain insights into the change of learner autonomy (LA) in debate activity, which
promotes learners to take responsibility for their own learning (Benson 2006; Little 2007). This pre-and post-
design study involved 77 Grade 11 students divided into control (n = 39) and treatment groups (n = 38). The
students in the treatment group formed a self-selected group and selected debate topics rather than teacher-
led instruction. All participants completed pre- and post-LA questionnaires, and semi-structured interviews
were conducted with three students from each group. The Mann-Whitney U test between the control and
treatment groups showed more significant variables at the pre-survey stage than at the post-survey stage,
suggesting that the groups closed the gap through debate activities. The findings revealed that students with
lower LA benefited from autonomy in forming groups and selecting topics, whereas students with moderate
to high LA preferred teacher-led grouping and randomly assigned topics. The interview results indicated that
those with moderate to high LA valued the challenges of encountering unexpected topics and opinions that
differed from themselves and their friends. These findings imply that teachers should consider students’ LA

levels when designing classroom activities.

Keywords: Learner Autonomy, Debate, Questionnaire, Semi-structured Interview



Morning Sessions (FRIOITYSA) Room: All

Session Chair: Brown, Kathleen (Kurume University)
Presentation language: English

10:35 — 11:05
Eye-Tracking Study: The Impact of Infographics on Reading Tasks in the English

Common Test for University Admission

Natsumi Hoshino ( Nagasaki University Graduate School ) *

Mikako Nishikawa ( Nagasaki University )

In 2021, the English Common Test (ECT) replaced the National Center for University Admissions in Japan. The
new format of the ECT includes infographics (e.g., charts, tables, and figures) in reading tests, which are
intended to test students’ fundamental academic English skills that emphasize their abilities to think, judge,
and express themselves (MEXT, 2021). Critics argue that the current format, which uses multiple infographics,
does not capture these competencies, as the complexity of integrated tasks poses significant cognitive
challenges (Kondo & Miyao, 2023; Niimi, 2021). To deepen the understanding of how infographics influence
Japanese EFL students’ performance in reading comprehension tasks, this study aims to explore the cognitive
challenges faced by test-takers, given the types of infographics in reading tasks, using an eye-tracking method.
Participants from a Japanese national university (n = 20) with a humanities background took two sections of
the ECT with one and multiple infographics to answer multiple-choice questions, followed by questionnaires
that helped gain insight into the students’ perceptions of the test and the types of strategies applied. The
preliminary findings suggest that a section with multiple infographics had more item misfit, as reported in the
Rash analysis, confirmed by item discrimination. Eye-tracking data also indicate that certain areas of visual
attention are predictive of students’ cognitive challenges with certain types of infographics, which is also
confirmed by the chi-square tests using the questionnaires and scores. This study has implications for

improving certain question prompts that require greater visual attention and cognitive effort.

Keywords: Eye-tracking, English Common Test, University Admissions, Infographics, Reading



Morning Sessions (FRIOITYSA) Room: All

Session Chair: NISHIKAWA, Mikako (Nagasaki University)
Presentation language: English

11:10 — 10:40

Pilot Study: Working Memory in L2 Listening Across Two Integrated
Listening Tasks

Olena Luhovyk (Nagasaki University)

Drawing on the initial phase of an ongoing doctoral project, this study presents preliminary results concerning
working memory (WM), which can help investigate the differences in test takers’ performance between
audio- and video-based integrated listening tasks. WM capacity plays an essential role in L2 listening
comprehension. Working memory, sometimes described as short-term memory, refers to the cognitive
system that allows information to be temporarily stored and manipulated while individuals perform mentally
demanding activities, including reasoning, comprehension and learning (Conway et al.,, 2007). Research
shows that the WM capacity is closely related to language ability: second language (L2) learners with greater
working memory resources tend to perform better than those with more limited capacity (Satori, 2012).
However, the role of WM in L2 listening comprehension remains largely unexplored. This study employed the
Listening Span Test (LTS) adapted from Daneman and Carpenter (1980). Using Psychopy® (Ver. 2025.2.1), an
experiment was developed to automate the LTS procedures. Data were collected from Japanese EFL learners
at university (n=12). Listeners were presented with 15 sets of audio input (sentences and letters after each
sentence) of various sizes. The participants were tasked with judging whether the sentences made sense and
recalling, in serial order, all the letters presented (3-7 sentences and letters in each set). WM capacity was
measured based on the number of sets perfectly recalled. In this presentation, preliminary findings will be
reported on the process of developing an automated LTS suited for the project, its initial findings, and the

implications of this study.

Keywords: L2 learning, working memory, listening span test



Morning Sessions (FRIOITYSA) Room: All

Session Chair: NISHIKAWA, Mikako (Nagasaki University)
Presentation language: English

11:45 — 12:15
Exploring Students’ Self-Reflecting Practice during TOEFL ITP

Test-Preparation Sessions

Luis Colén (Nagasaki University)

While research on EFL test preparation in Japan emphasizes strategy instruction and score gains, little
attention has been paid to self-reflection and peer review (Fukuda, 2018; Kamikura, 2006; Kurihara, 2017
Mohamed Jamrus & Razali, 2019). Framed within self-regulated learning (SRL) as a social-cognitive
perspective (Zimmerman & Schunk, 2004), this study examined how codes in students’ reflective comments
aligned with broader themes (affective, language knowledge, metacognitive, practice effects) and how these
related to TOEFL ITP post-test performance in total and in the listening, grammar, and reading sections.
Thirty-five Japanese university students completed a ten-week program that included strategy instruction,
practice tests, and peer discussions. We analyzed 1,737 self-assessments and comments, coding themes such
as strategy use, metacognitive monitoring, language knowledge, affective factors, and speed or stamina.
Spearman correlations linked these measures to post-test outcomes. Skill-specific reflections showed positive
associations with matching sections; notably, metacognitive reflections correlated with Grammar, p(33) =.37,
p =.031. In-class metacognitive processes correlated with the post-test total for mock-test reflections, p(33)
=.34, p =.048, and practice-effects reflections also correlated with the total, p(33) =.36, p =.033. Non-specific
or language-knowledge-only notes showed weaker, inconsistent links. Note-taking and pacing were frequent
student concerns. Findings suggest that brief reflection and peer discussion, used to support planning,
monitoring, and adjustment, together with consistent completion of checkpoint assessments, can support
stronger post-test performance. The study contributes to EFL assessment by showing that self-reflection is a

measurable factor linked to test performance and learner autonomy.

Keywords: self-reflection, self-regulated learning, metacognitive monitoring, peer discussion, TOEFL ITP

preparation
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Afternoon Sessions (F#M2'095LA) Room: Al2

Session Chair: TSUCHIYA, Maiko (Fukuoka Institute of Technology)
Language: Japanese
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Afternoon Sessions (F#M2'095L) Room: Al2

Session Chair: BROWN, Kathleen (Kurume University)
Language: English

15:15 — 16:45
SYMPOSIUM

Rethinking English Language Instruction for Contemporary Needs:
Seeking the Essence

Moderator & Panellist HOSOKAWA, Hirofumi (Fukuoka Jo Gakuin University)
Panellists KAWAKITA, Naoko (Miyazaki Prefectural Nursing University)
TSUCHIYA, Maiko (Fukuoka Institute of Technology)
Discussant  OH, Mi Suk (PKETA, Gyeongkuk National University, Korea)
Designated Commentator YAMADA, Tsuyoshi (Kansai University)

Introduction

The 35th JACET Kyushu-Okinawa Chapter Conference will take place under the theme “Rethinking

English Language Instruction for Contemporary Needs: Seeking the Essence.”

In the past three decades, we have witnessed the rise of CLT, TBLT, CLIL, EMI, the spread of the
internet, the expansion of online education during the pandemic, and the rapid emergence of
generative Al such as ChatGPT. These developments have changed the world and inevitably shaped
English education. Yet, despite such shifts, Japanese learners’ English proficiency has not

dramatically improved, and doubts remain about whether Al truly contributes to human well-being.

This symposium therefore asks a fundamental question: What kind of English instruction is truly
needed today? We argue that the key lies in restoring the “voice” or “will” of learners, which has
too often been overshadowed by the emphasis on teaching methods and knowledge transmission.

Learning can only take root when learners reclaim their own agency.

Teaching methods and Al are tools, not the essence of education. With this in mind, the symposium
will provide time for dialogue with participants, aiming to open new perspectives for the future of

university English education.

Panellist 1: Tsuchiya, Maiko

| would like to share my thoughts on what is now required in a student-centered class. | believe it is
a class that encourages students to take action for learning. More precisely, it is a class that helps

students have the will to change their way of learning.

12



Many students say they cannot get motivated and expect something external to raise their
motivation. Teachers try to design classes that enhance motivation. However, there has been little
significant change so far. This may be because students themselves have not taken the action
necessary to move out of their unmotivated states. Naturally, nothing will happen unless one takes

action.

In this presentation, | will introduce a case study in which formative feedback was implemented to
initiate and promote students’ self-regulated learning. As a result, most of them increased their self-

efficacy and began to take specific actions to improve their learning.

Panellist 2: Kawakita, Naoko

Some students in non-English-major departments feel that English is required for graduation but
unrelated to their professional areas, which tends to make them less proactive in learning English.
Many nursing students seem to wonder why they still need to study English at university when only
a few nurses will work overseas, read academic papers in English or present at international
conferences. Therefore, | argue that a crucial first step in English education for nursing students is
to make them convince themselves why “English” learning is necessary for all nursing students. |
believe that for students aiming to become professionals, motivation for learning “English” starts

with believing that “it” is necessary for their future as the ideal professionals they desire to be.

This presentation will introduce the English curriculum designed in accordance with the philosophy
of nursing education at our university, specifically highlighting second-year courses aimed at
developing attitudes toward cross-cultural understanding and communication for nursing students,

as well as examples of international exchange programs.

Panellist 3: Hosokawa, Hirofumi

| argue that learners have lost their voices as they try to absorb the vast amount of knowledge
presented in primary and secondary education. In English classes, students spend much of their time
learning vocabulary and grammar, and interpreting teacher-provided passages. While these

practices are valuable, something essential may have been lost in the process—their voices.

True communication begins when learners have something they want to express. When they
possess thoughts, ideas, and opinions, they will try to communicate them—even if their English is
imperfect. However, English education in Japan has often placed knowledge before voice, assuming

that once students acquire knowledge, communication will naturally follow.

In this presentation, | will introduce two of my teaching activities: (1) a “one-minute talk” at the
start of class, and (2) a two-year research project in my seminar courses. Through these activities,

students gradually begin to express their ideas and research findings, thereby regaining their voices.

13
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Closing Ceremony (EA&T)

OZONO, Shuichi / Vice Chair of the Organizing Committee (Kyushu Sangyo University)
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Bldg. B, 1F, Restaurant OASIS (B 1R LAN5> OASIS)

Admission: 5,000 yen

\ls
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Corporate Sponsors (&%)

Bratn : A11-A128=ERT 1BEKR—)
ERESR : 9:40 - 16:00

(B =)

m (¥%) sAEWARH

m XS 7INITITFIT->3>

m KRS IN-125-J1-A

B AYIRITA—FRFHRE

m (%) BEREHAZFFR

m (%) &%

m ERITYYI-23> ()

m (k) REE

m St =Et

m FI)L (¥)

n X SI709 -I715-33>

m (%) BEE

m E7VY-Iv)UkAEt

B —iglAEEAN ERESRATZI1Z5—-2a GR

FEEOEEIAHERLD RARESADBERICLIHEZVWVLEEUR,

HONESTEVELZ.
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Notice to Participants (H*I5H - BEAL)

Registration: Bldg. A. Hall (Pre-registration: https://jacet.fit.ac.jp/custom21.html)

Participation Fee: Free (JACET members, sponsors, students) / Non-members:
¥1,000

Exhibition: Bldg. A. Hall

Luggage: No cloakroom—please keep your belongings with you
Convenience Store: 7-Eleven (1 min walk)

Lunch: Bento available (advance order via Google Forms)
Inquiries: Ask staff at Registration Desk

Access: JR Fukkodaimae Station directly connected to campus
Parking: Free but limited — Please use public transport

24T 1 BER—)UICTITOES . BEIEEREITOTEAL) @ https: //jacet.fit.ac.jp/custom?21.html

ZINE : JACET =8. RETEEMFEGERTT, IFREDA . ZAMATSMELLTL,000MZHUZITE
9, [ellU, KREBRA - FA RGN T,

BRa1E 1 1IBER—IUCTCEVRRITED,

EIFEND : EITENDY —EXFE TSV FE A, RETERZHFEVLET,

DEZIDRANY : RIBHBEES 1 DOGFRICET AL TN HOEITOTIFIA T,

BE& : Google Forms ([CTHAHOEFIFIANTEET,

BEIVEDE | AEHHOSRVEDRIE, 40— —DOZAICHFIKIZE,

NHZZEHE] (JRTEBIAHIBR) NARFELENOTVFET,

BIERS (R (@FIRATEEXIN IR-XICHIRNGDDFT , AHI@EHERSZFIR T2,

Notice to Presenters (FERBEDHAN)

Presentation Time: 30 minutes (20 min presentation + 10 min Q&A). No extensions
or changes in order.

Equipment Check: Please check in your presentation room.

- Morning: after registration until sessions begin.

- Afternoon: during lunch break until the general meeting.

Handouts: No copy service available. Please bring materials prepared in advance.

FREE : 309 (ER200+BRILE109)) T, BEOER. BRRIFFOEZEFTETERA.
PEERENERESR, | RERFE(CTRREIBBZ TITOT RSV FRIFAFZIENSIAFTFRRIERIF CORFE
. FREIBRMRENSHEESE TORBHICERBELLET.

LHRIE-Y-CARFIATEERA. BATERIEEHSDUHTEMIZE,
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ACCESS to FIT 15797t X

Public Transportations Recommended

FIT is connected to JR Fukuoka-Kogyo-Dai-Mae Station.

R SR 20 B4
#F &% (FRTOBBHEEDET) JR JREREFR (D)

BEZER 5% d 1R wE s )
T

A b

JR JRERBREXRE (Fh) i gﬁ T

MER TR #9559 % ﬁ

5
TSR T /N X [26A] (BhHmEER) ¥930%) BEHAR
X 7 BIKH

Fagk/\ X [23][26] 9405

Cars (Parking space is limited!)

EYIN= EYIN=
no—-5v1 —Cpe )|
fE L Ka1 (000) o
k17
i p - JAWS v
EI*%TT
Q H 1= TRY =
2T A1LTY T > -
Ll S BETELKE
EREMERE Rl TEXRFRIPKAES
z
HOTEL AZ ’%
[ J
=EA2
LF¥aw
EJL e

Further information: https://www.fit.ac.jp/shisetsu/campus/
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FIT MAP XEIvY

Conference Venue (fARARR%)

Bldg. A, 1F

Networking Reception Venue (I&#RZiBES)

Bldg. B, 1F, Restaurant OASIS, Admission: 5,000 yen

f—

’\0 "“4&:"‘"“&,

\‘\, } v »
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Inquiry (BEIVSDE)
ITO, Akihiro: JACET Kyushu-Okinawa Chapter, Executive Officer

FPREEE KFREHEF R U HEEEHE

Email: ito@seinan-gakuin.jp
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